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It’s growing, the JN Long Cultural 
Arts Center’s Youth Art Show.

“In 2021 we got 43 entries,” JN Long 
Executive Director Brittany Lewis said. 
“In 2022 there were 118 and this year 
we got 205 entries so this is the biggest 
one we’ve had so far.”

Covid canceled 2020’s planned 
exhibit.

The free exhibit, which runs through 
March 25 showcases the talents of stu-
dent throughout Johnson County.

“It’s open to all students first through 

12th grades from all Johnson County 
schools and home school students,” 
Lewis said. “We reached out the the art 
teachers and administrators at all the 
schools and got response from them, 
a lot of home schooled students and 
Camp Fire USA.”

Organizers hope to see increased 
participation from students and the 
number of schools represented in 
future years as well as more public 
attendance.

Increased opportunity for budding 
artists couple with a desire to celebrate 
homegrown creativity, Lewis said.

“Unfortunately, you kind of see art 

pushed out of schools here and there,” 
Lewis said. “What I love about the 
Youth Art Show is that it allows young 
people encouragement to make art 
and have their art shown publicly. And 
we love that we have the space here to 
showcase that and all the creativity.”

Charlotte Lawson, president of the 
Johnson County Art Guild, agreed.

“The benefit of having JN Long avail-
able for school kids to show there art 
is that it gives them self confidence 
and encouragement to continue with 

AUSTIN — Texas Speaker of 
the House Dade Phelan named 
six additional priority bills 
Wednesday. 

The bills would improve 
school safety, offer better sup-
port for Texas teachers and 
provide a cost-of-living adjust-
ment for retired educators in 
the state.

“Ensuring that Texas chil-
dren are safe in classrooms is 
a priority that the Texas House 
will take meaningful action on 
this year, along with passing 
measures that better support 
our teachers — beginning with 
recruitment and ending with 
retirement,” Phelan said in a 
statement. 
RETIRED TEACHERS

House Bill 600 was filed 
by state Rep. Greg Bonnen, 
R-Friendswood.

It would provide a cost-of-liv-
ing adjustment for retired Texas 
educators in the state while 
also maintaining the actuar-
ial soundness of the Teacher 
Retirement System pension 
fund.

Eligible retired educators 
would receive a one-time, 
upfront cost-of-living increase 
beginning in 2024 based on 
the years of retirement, with a 
$5,000 cash payment for the 
state’s oldest retirees. Begin-
ning in 2028, retired teachers 
could also begin receiving an 
annual cost-of-living adjust-
ment of at least 1%.

Bonnen has also filed House 
Joint Resolution 2, which 
would put HB 600 on the bal-
lot if passed by the Legislature, 
leaving it up to voters to decide 
whether it is adopted as state 
law.

Shannon Holmes, Association 
of Texas Professional Educators 
executive director, said priori-

Wheat Middle School Special 
Education Inclusion teacher 
Nik Sanchez is moving to an 
outdoor classroom during 
spring break.

 Sanchez, who has spent the 
past two seasons as a bull-
pen catcher for the Cleburne 

Railroaders, is included in the 
five-player “faculty” that will be 
guiding participants through 
infield, outfield, pitching and 
hitting fundamentals in a series 
of Spring Break Clinics at The 
Depot. 

Open to ages 6-13, the clin-
ics are from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Monday through Friday. Regis-
tration information is posted on 

the Cleburne Railroaders Face-
book page or call 817-945-8705.

Sanchez is in his rookie year 
of teaching, after spending the 
summer — between Railroad-
ers’ road games — observing 
classroom instruction in Cle-
burne’s middle school and 
high school learning camps. 

Spring break with the ’Roaders
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Highlighting talent

JN Long exhibit showcases young artists
BY MATT SMITH
MSMITH@TRCLE.COM

JN LONG CULTURAL ARTS CENTER
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JN Long Cultural Arts Center Executive Director Brittany Lewis points out details in submitted weaved art projects from local 
students. Those, paintings, photography and more make up the Youth Art Show.
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Nik Sanchez, 
who is in his 
rookie season 
as a teacher and 
coach in Cleburne 
ISD, stepped in 
as catcher for the 
Railroaders for six 
games, wowing 
the fans and the 
team in hitting 
.313.

Courtesy photo
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A graduate of Lawton, 
Oklahoma’s Cameron 
University, where he 
played baseball for the 
Aggies, he had decided to 
add a Texas teaching cer-
tification to his Bachelor 
of Arts degree in social 
studies.

“Going into college, 
I went in as a business 
major, but I didn’t really 
know what I wanted to 
do,” Sanchez said. “Teach-
ing and coaching have 
always been at the back 
of my head.”

He received plenty 
of  inspirat ion f rom 
his mother, Melannie 
Sanchez, who is a fourth-
grade teacher at Gerard 
Elementary School.

“Seeing how much my 
mom loves teaching was 
a big inspiration,” he 
said. “My aunt and uncle 
are also educators. They 
said I needed to keep 
teaching in the family. 
I applied for a teaching 
position with Cleburne on 
my last day of classroom 
observations. I was just so 
grateful when I got a call 
from (Wheat Principal) 
Mrs. Kampen offering me 
an opportunity to teach 
and coach. On July 31, 
I cleaned out my locker 
and said goodbye to the 
Railroaders — and began 
new teacher orientation 
on Aug. 1.”

While he is coaching 
Yellow Jackets for the first 
time, Sanchez knows all 
about the Cleburne black 
and gold, as a 2017 grad-
uate of Burleson High 

School. He played football 
and soccer all through 
high school and was a 
four-year catcher for the 
Elks — one of Cleburne’s 
long-standing rivals.  

In his last summer 
before graduating from 
college, Sanchez decided 
he wanted to look into 
the possibilities of doing 
something basebal l-
related and sent an email 
to the Cleburne Railroad-
ers. He asked specifically 
about being a bullpen 
catcher.

“I got a call inviting me 
to come to Cleburne, and 
wound up with a Rookie 
contract,” he said. “It has 
been a great experience 
and opportunity to be a 
member of the Railroad-
ers. I have used a lot of 
what I have learned with 
them in my work with 

students and student ath-
letes.”

Sanchez is excited to 
spend his first spring 
break — as a teacher — 
on the ballfield with the 
Railroaders, working with 
students. He’ll be back as 
a bullpen catcher for their 
2023 season. Last year, he 
was “called up” to catch 
six consecutive games for 
the Railroaders, filling 
in for an injured player, 
wowing fans — and the 
team — in hitting .313.

“It’s been exciting to 
hear Nik share how much 
he’s loving teaching and 
coaching,” Railroaders 
Assistant General Man-
ager Rory Niewenhous 
said. “I think he’s a great 
inspiration for kids who 
want to go on to col-
lege while continuing to 
compete. The guys on 

our team really love and 
respect him. Nik has a 
love for the game, a love 
for learning and a love for 
helping others.”  

As he finishes out his 
f irst-year as a rookie 
teacher, Sanchez is look-
ing forward to what lies 
ahead. He appreciates 
being able to work with 
students in the classroom 
and in sports.

“Sports was a big moti-
vator for me when I was in 
school,” he said. “I want to 
pass on the importance of 
academics to all my stu-
dents. The opportunity to 
develop kids to be great 
students — and people — 
is what motivates me and 
led me to this profession.

“Having a mom as a 
teacher has been a really 
good resource in this 
first year. It’s been fun 

— I know she’s happy to 
see me in the classroom. 
I now have teaching sto-
ries I can share with her 
— after years of hearing 
her stories. I’m excited to 
continue on this journey 
and see where it leads me 
as a person.”

He is also grateful to 
continue in his passion 
for baseball while grow-
ing in his calling as an 
educator.

“Baseball will always be 
a part of my life,” Sanchez 
said. “After my last game, 
it hit me that the next day 
I would be starting on 
the path I always wanted. 
My goal as a teacher and 
coach is to show kids of 
any age they can have 
more than one goal — 
and achieve them if they 
dream big.”

 

CLINIC
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tizing this bill is critical 
not only to current retir-
ees, but also to districts’ 
ability to recruit and 
retain active educators.

“This is an investment 
the state of Texas needs 
to make in our pub-
lic education system,” 
Holmes said. “To keep 
people in the profession, 
we must ensure our pub-
lic educators will be able 
to support themselves in 
retirement.”
SCHOOL SAFETY

House Bill 3, filed by 
state Rep. Dustin Bur-
rows, R-Lubbock, would 

streamline and further 
def ine the roles and 
responsibilities of the 
Texas School Safety Cen-
ter and Texas Education 
Agency so that school 
safety standards can be 
properly enforced. 

In addition, under this 
bill, at least one armed 
security officer would 
be required to be located 
on every campus. It also 
would provide an annual 
$15,000 in base funding 
per campus for school 
safety-related mitigation 
measures.

House Bill 13, f iled 
by state Rep. Ken King, 
R- C a n ad i a n ,  wou ld 
increase the school safety 
allotment to $100 per 

student. It also would 
require school districts 
to develop an active 
shooter preparedness 
plan and increase state 
funding toward mental 
and behavioral health 
resources for schools.
EDUCATION

House Bill 100, filed by 
King, would shift school 
funding from an atten-
dance-based system to an 
enrollment-based system.

Under this bill, special 
education funding would 
also be expanded across 
the state, and there would 
be an increase to the trans-
portation allotment to 
alleviate rising diesel costs.

Another education bill, 

House Bill 11, filed by 
state Rep. Harold Dut-
ton, a Houston Democrat, 
would make a number 
of improvements to the 
state’s teacher recruit-
ment, preparation and 
retention policies, includ-
ing increased pay for 
educators who participate 
in various pathways.

If the bill is passed, 
children of Texas teach-
ers would also be eligible 
for free public school pre-
kindergarten, potentially 
providing more flexibility 
for educators in need of 
child care. Additionally, a 
new grant would be estab-
lished to help teachers 
offset the costs of receiv-
ing special education or 

bilingual credentials.
“HB 11 is a result of 

countless testimony the 
committee heard during 
the interim and the con-
cerns from my colleagues 
on how to better support 
our Texas teachers,” Dut-
ton said in a statement.
MENTAL HEALTH

House Bill 400, filed 
by state Rep. Stepha-
nie Klick, R-Fort Worth, 
would establish a grant 
f u nd i n g  s t r e a m  t o 
encourage an increased 
workforce in mental and 
behavioral health.

The program would 
be specifically for rural 
parts of the state, as well 
as a psychiatry graduate 

medical education spe-
cialty, with an emphasis 
on pediatric psychiatry 
care in Texas.

“The workforce chal-
lenges affect all aspects 
of the public mental 
health system, which is 
often broken down as 
the 3-legged stool for 
mental health care: com-
munity-based care, crisis 
care, and inpatient care. 
Finding new solutions to 
increase mental health 
professionals to join the 
workforce like Speaker 
Phelan’s priority is imper-
ative for all our systems,” 
said Lyssette Galvan, 
public policy director 
for National Alliance on 
Mental Health Texas.

their art through having 
a space available to see 
their art exhibited,” Law-
son said. “It’s important I 
think for kids who have a 
talent and passion for art 
to have those avenues to 
get their work out there. I 
think also with that outlet 
and the Youth Art Show 
it gives them purpose 
and goals to work toward 
through their art.”

Grandview ISD art 
teacher Gia Callaway con-
curred.

“For students especially 
usually there’s not a lot of 
outlet opportunities for 
them to get their artwork 
out there in front of the 
public,” Callaway said.

Several Grandview ele-
mentary, middle and high 
school students submit-
ted works making GVISD 
the largest participant of 
this year’s show.

“I submitted works 
done in class that the 
students gave their per-
mission to submit for 
the show,” Callaway said. 
“This is my first year 
teaching at Grandview. I 

came from a district that 
has a lot of schools and 
a big art program. GISD 
doesn’t have a district art 
show so we’re very grate-
ful for the opportunity JN 
Long brings to showcase 
our student’s talents.”

As are her students, 
Callaway said.

“I asked students why it 
was important for them 
to get their artworks 
in the show,” Callaway 
said. “They said because 
they’re proud of it and the 
work they put into their 
art and that they wanted 
other people to see it.”

C lebu r ne  r e s ident 
Emily Harvey felt much 
t he  sa me.  Ha r vey ’s 
14-year-old daughter, 
Emma Harvey, is a Grace 
Ch r i s t i a n  E duc ator 
Homeschool Co-op stu-
dent as well as a member 
of the Johnson County 
Art Guild.

Emma Harvey’s of a 
mountain lion captured 
mid snarl hangs among 
the exhibit’s many works. 
E m ma Ha r ve y  a l so 
painted a picture depict-
ing one of the “Twelve 
Days of Christmas,” a 
Johnson County Art 
Guild project exhibited 

last December at the Cle-
burne Public Library.

“Emma started showing 
us her artwork when she 
was about 11,” Emily Har-
vey said. “We were really 
impressed wondering 
how she even knew how 
to do that. Of course, as a 
parent we fueled that by 
getting her art supplies 
and canvasses and all. 
The next things we knew, 
she was just doing it.”

Emily Harvey likewise 
expressed appreciation 
for the Youth Art Show.

“Emma loves nature 
and animals,” Emily 
Harvey said. “That’s what 
most of her art is. She 
loves to show her art and 
get thrilled when people 
love it as much as she 
does.”

The theme of this year’s 
show remained open, 
allowing young artists to 
follow their muse.

“We have everything 
to drawings, paintings, 
photography, weaving to 
a 3-D block of wood made 
out of paper,” Lewis said. 
“It’s just a big mix and I 
love that aspect of it.”

Cards adjacent the indi-
vidual works identify the 
artist, title of the work, 

medium used and artist’s 
grade.

Placement of the works 
flow from first graders to 
high school seniors. 

“I wasn’t here for last 
year’s Youth Art Show so I 
wasn’t sure what to expect 
from the submissions this 
year,” Lewis said. “I was 
just absolutely blown 
away. The level of art, 
not just the high school 
students, but the lower 
grades too is just amaz-
ing to see.”

Among the elementary 
school level submissions 
hang two dinosaur draw-
ings.

“I mean most kids at 
this age level are naming 
their artwork what it is,” 
Lewis said. “Things like 
cat, dragon, shoe. This kid 
came in and named his 
pieces “Feast in the Sky” 
and “Behemoth.” This kid 
is going places.”

Point ing out other 
pieces throughout the 
exhibit, Lewis continued 
to praise the originality 
and diversity on display.

Every year the submis-
sions excite and surprise, 
Lawson said.

“It just amazes me the 
creativity of so many of 

our children through-
out the county,” Lawson 
said. “It also indicates 
that we have some really 
good teachers out there 
encouraging them and 
helping teach and direct 
them.”

Some of the works are 
for sale, Lewis added, 
with such decisions being 
left to the individual stu-
dents. 

F i r s t ,  sec ond a nd 
third place prizes will be 
awarded during a March 
5 reception.

“That will be by a panel 
of nine judges,” Lewis 
said. “Three from the 
art guild, three from the 
camera club and three 
from the pottery classes. 
That way we get a variety 
of eyes and inputs on the 
works.”

Students will be judged 
in groups of first through 
fou r t h  g r ade ,  f i f t h 
through eighth and ninth 
through twelfth.

Lew is and Lawson 
encouraged interested 
artistic students to begin 
planning for next year’s 
Youth Art Show exhibit 
but added that opportu-
nities exist between now 
and then.

“Mary Parvin who used 
to teach art at Cleburne 
High School teaches 
classes here now for chil-
dren ages 3 to 12,” Lewis 
said. “We also hold sum-
mer camps where are 
current teachers and 
volunteers do small work-
shops throughout the 
entire summer.”

Classes in art, and other 
activities, are available for 
adults as well, Lewis said.

“Yes,” Lewis said. “Our 
next exhibit after this is 
the Peoples’ Choice Show. 
That’s open to members 
of the art guild as well as 
anyone in the community 
to submit artworks of any 
type of medium. Then 
members of the local 
community will come in 
and vote on their favor-
ites. We also plan to put 
in a photograph exhibit 
in our other gallery space, 
which we hope to open 
next week.”

The JN Long Cul-
tural Arts Center is at 
425 Granbury St. in Cle-
burne. For information 
on classes, clubs, exhib-
its and activities, visit 
cleburneculturalarts.org 
or call 817-641-4908.
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